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ACCESS TO STUDENT INFORMATION  

Parents and students can have constant, up 

to the minute access to student data 

including grades, attendance, homework 

assignments and other teacher messages by 

taking advantage of the Districtôs Skyward Family 

Access Program.  To sign-up and take advantage of 

this monitoring tool, log on to the Districtôs website at 

www.norwinsd.org, click on information, then 

Family Access.  If you have any problems, please call 

724-861-3000 x 1119 or email 

techsupport@norwinsd.org. 

 

Parents and students who are currently viewing grades 

on Skyward will see a new column(s) reflected in the 

teachersô grade book marked EX1 (or EX2, EX3, EX4).  

These columns are for teachers to record benchmark 

assessments throughout the year (approximately one per 

nine weeks).  The average of these grades will be 

recorded in the FNE column as the studentsô final test 

grade and be counted as twenty percent of the final 

grade. 

 

NEED HOMEWORK  

Skyward Family Access program is the 

quickest and easiest way to check for 

homework assignments.  Teachers are posting their 

studentsô assignments on the program described above.  

If you have not started using this tool, sign-up for 

Skyward ASAP.  All high school students have received 

their skyward log-in passwords and can check their 

homework as well.  Studentsô classmates are also a good 

source of homework information.  If needed, call the 

guidance office for help, but allow one (1) school day 

before attempting to pick up work. 

 

TEXTBOOKS ONLINE                               

Many of the textbooks your students use in 

their classes have an online version.  Teachers 

have given students directions on how to access these 

texts.  If you have any questions, please contact your 

childôs teacher. 

 

JOB SHADOWING 

On November 18, 2009, representatives from 

Partners in Progress informed juniors about 

their Job Shadowing program.  Juniors will be 

given the opportunity to spend a day at the site 

of a business or career of their choice.  To participate, a 

junior must complete and return the Job Shadowing 

application.  After arrangements are made with a 

business partner, the students will visit the job site on 

February 2, 2010. 

 

Partners in Progress is a cooperative effort by the 

Norwin Chamber of Commerce and the Norwin School 

District to offer career awareness opportunities to 

Norwin students.  The group also sponsors the annual 

Career Fair held each spring.   

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT  

A number of junior and senior students are 

taking part in the Dual Enrollment program.  

These students are attending Norwin High School full 

time while attending college in the evening.  The 

students are enrolled in college level courses at the 

University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg, Penn State 

Greater Allegheny, Seton Hill, or Westmoreland County 

Community College.  About 50% of their expenses are 

being paid through the Dual Enrollment Grant which is 

part of the stateôs Project 720.  The Dual Enrollment 

program will likely continue during the 2010-2011 

school year. 

 

HOLIDAY CONCERT S  

 
The Norwin High School Chorus will sponsor 

a joint concert on Sunday, December 20, 

2009, at 2:00 pm in the Norwin High School 

Auditorium .  The concert will include the members of 

the 9
th
 Grade Chorus, 10-12 Grade Chorus, Show Choir, 

and Select Choir.  The choruses will be accompanied by 

the Norwin Orchestra and members of the Norwin Band.  

Over 500 students are involved in the performance. 

 

http://www.norwinsd.org/
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The Orchestra will hold its first concert of the year on 

Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  The concert will start 

at 7:30 pm in the high school auditorium.  

 

The Norwin Bandôs annual combined concert will be 

held Thursday, January 21, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the 

high school auditor ium.  The concert will feature the 

Middle School Band, the High School Symphonic Band 

and the High School Wind Symphony.  Ticket prices are 

$3.00 for adults, $2.00 for students and complimentary 

for senior citizens. 

 

SNO-BALL DANC E                                  

This yearôs holiday, semi-formal Sno-Ball 

Dance will be held on December 19, 2009, at 

Stratigoôs banquet facility in North Huntingdon.   The 

eveningôs events include a dinner beginning at 6:00 pm, 

followed by dancing until 10:00 pm.  Tickets will cost 

$60.00 per couple.  The event is for students in grades 

ten (10) through twelve (12) only.  Freshmen may not 

attend this dance.  A freshmen dinner-dance will be 

planned for later in the year. 

 

KNIGHTôS KORNER 

Looking for a Christmas gift?  Norwin 

High Schoolôs store, The Knightôs Korner, 

may have the gift you have been searching for.  See the 

list below for details on that special gift for your son or 

daughter.  If you have questions, call Mrs. Kelly at (724) 

861-3006 x 3126 for more information.    

 

Long sleeve T  $10.00 

Norwin Camo T $10.00 

Norwin Beanie Cap $10.00 

Gold Tumblers  $  1.00 

Water Bottles  $  4.00 

                                 

GUIDANCE  NEWS AND NOTES 

SAT Website 

The District continues to offer all Norwin High School 

Studentsô access to the College Board SAT preparation 

website.  The website, located on the Internet at 

http://www.collegeboard.com/satonlinecourseschool, 

will provide the following services: 

 

Á Full-length pretest that will provide your child 

with immediate results and feedback to focus 

his/her practice skills. 

Á Interactive lessons followed by quizzes that help 

prepare your child for the critical reading, 

writing and math section of the SAT. 

Á Full-length official practice tests that will 

provide immediate SAT scores and detailed 

score reports. 

Á The SAT online program provides Auto Essay 

Scoring that will allow your child see his/her 

scores immediately after submitting an essay. 

Á The service is available 24/7 from any computer 

with Internet access. 

 

To take advantage of this offer, log on to the website and 

register.  In the ñStudentsò box click, ñRegister Nowò 

then enter your student access code.  A student access 

code was mailed to you in August along with Open 

House information. 

 

If you have any questions about the SAT test itself, or 

have misplaced your access code, please contact your 

childôs guidance counselor or Mrs. Brown at the high 

school by calling 724-861-3002 x 1249. 

 
Financial Aid    

      

The Guidance Department hosted a financial 

aid night at Norwin High School on 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009.  Nancy Skobel from 

California University presented updates on the FAFSA 

and financial aid to assist parents and students with 

paying for higher education.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the Guidance Office 

 
Seniors 

 

All seniors have met with their counselors to discuss 

graduation and future career plans.  They were given a 

packet of information listing accumulated credits, class 

rank, post secondary application instructions, financial 

aid and scholarship information during a senior class 

assembly on September 10, 2009.  These packets should 

have been shared with parents/guardians.  Seniors should 

be applying to post secondary schools in November and 

December.  All official transcripts must be processed 

and sent through the Guidance Office.  Students were 

given a release card to be signed and used when 

requesting transcripts to be sent to their colleges.  

Requests must be accompanied by a stamped, addressed 

envelope.  Please allow the Guidance Office at least five 

(5) days to process transcript requests as there are many 

requests at this time. 

 
SAT / PSAT / ACT 

SATôs were administered on October 10, 

2009; results should be received in three (3) to four (4) 

weeks.  PSATôs were administered on October 17, 

2009.  The results of the PSAT will be distributed to the 

students in school in December.   

 

The December 5, 2009,  SAT test will be administered 

at Norwin.  The deadline for the January 23, 2010, test 

is December 15, 2009. Students may register online at 

www.collegeboard.com, or they may pick up a 

registration form in the Guidance Office.  The SATôs 

will also be given at Norwin on March 13, 2010, and 

http://www.collegeboard.com/satonlinecourseschool
http://www.collegeboard.com/


June 5, 2010.  If you have any questions, please contact 

the Guidance Office.  

 

ACT tests will be given at Norwin on February 6, 2010, 

and June 12, 2010.    Register at www.act.org.  This test 

is also accepted by most colleges. 

 
Mystudentedge.com 

 

The guidance office has received a login code for 

Mystudentedge.com.  This site contains a wealth of 

information that is helpful to students as they prepare for 

their future.  The student login features test preparation 

for the PSAT, SAT and ACT.  Career and college search 

sections help students begin looking for information 

pertinent to their future.  There is also a scholarship 

search section that allows students to answer questions 

about themselves, and the program then provides 

scholarships for which the students would be able to 

apply.  This website also has a parent login that provides 

information about preparing for your childôs future.  You 

can access this site at www.mystudentedge.com.  Our 

school access code is RAXKUBYD .  If you have any 

questions, please contact your childôs guidance 

counselor. 

 
Underclassmen 

 

Freshmen received a general guidance orientation in 

homerooms on November 12, 2009.  Sophomores and 

juniors will receive information on credits and class 

ranks prior to scheduling. 

 

The first semester ends January 14, 2010.  Scheduling   

orientations will begin in February. 
 

Many college bound juniors took the PSATôs in 

October.  They should plan to take the SATôs in the 

spring. 

 
NCAA Clearinghouse 

 

College bound athletes, especially juniors and seniors, 

planning to play Division I / Division II sports in college 

need to register at ncaaclearinghouse.net.  This is to be 

done by January.  Transcript releases need to be brought 

to the Guidance Office to obtain transcripts to be sent to 

the NCAA Clearinghouse.  Transcripts are sent at the 

time of registration, and in June. 

  

Contact your studentôs counselor with any questions or 

concerns by calling (724) 861-3002, and dialing his/her 

four (4) digit extension. 

 
Mr. Conwell ï A-E    #1246            Mrs. Marazza ï L-R    #1242 

Mrs. Venderlic ï F-K    #1247        Mrs. Thorsen ï S-Z     #1248 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION PROJECT  

All students met with their project monitors 

on October 8, 2009 and November 4, 2009.  

Students will continue to meet with their monitors 

approximately once every five (5) weeks. 

 

Juniors are currently writing their graduation project 

research paper.  All research papers will be due before 

Christmas.  The research paper will be corrected and 

returned by January 14, 2010.  A score of at least a two 

(2) (5 is the highest) on the research paper is needed to 

pass the written portion of the project.  Papers may be 

rewritten to obtain a higher graduation project score.  

Rewrites will be accepted until May 3, 2010.  Students 

may rewrite more than once until the May deadline.  

Scores lower than a two (2) must be rewritten, and 

students will need to repeat English 11 if the score does 

not reach a two (2) by the end of the rewrite period. 

Following the return of the research paper, juniors may 

make their oral presentation and complete the project. 

 

Seniors who have not yet presented their graduation 

project are to do so by January 14, 2010.  Seniors not 

completing the project by this date will lose their 

student privileges. 

      

REPORT CARD SCHEDULE 

 
Listed are the tentative dates for the end of 

each nine week grading period.  The dates are 

subject to change pending any modification of the school 

calendar or distribution problems.   

 
   1st      

 grading period ends          10-29-09 

   2
nd

    grading period ends           1-14-10 

   3
rd

    grading period ends            3-23-10 

   4
th     

 grading period ends          6-4-10 

Report cards will be distributed approximately one (1) 

week after the grading period ends. 

 

SENIORS         

At a Class Meeting on October 20, 2009, 

seniors received order forms for announcements, name 

cards, stationary and caps/gowns.  Order forms were 

processed by Jostenôs representatives during lunches on 

October 27 and 28, 2009.  If you still wish to order 

these items, please call or email Mr. Choby, senior class 

advisor, at 724-861-3005 x 3713, or 

mchoby@norwinsd.org. 

 

Our first blood drive of the year held on September 19, 

2009, was extremely successful.  The Central Blood 

Bank collected 109 pints of blood which will go to help 

many area patients at our local hospitals.  Our next blood 

drive is scheduled for January 15, 2010. 

 

 

 

http://www.act.org/
http://www.mystudentedge.com/


AEONS  

Aeons, the high schoolôs literary 

magazine, is accepting submissions for the 

2009-2010 publication.  A high quality digital copy 

of student artwork should be sent as an attachment 

to Mrs. Boyd at jboyd@norwinsd.org for 

consideration.  All creative writing (essays, short 

stories, poems, plays) should also be sent as an 

attachment to Mrs. Boyd.  All writing should be 

submitted in Times New Roman 10 point font.  The 

students in Creative Writing and Aeons will vote on 

the submissions anonymously.  Showcase your 

talent in this yearôs Aeons.  Students should see 

Mrs. Boyd in room 210 for details 
 

YEARBOOK   INFORMATION  

In past years the seniors have been featured 

in a special section of the yearbook.  This year 

will be no different.  Every senior will have the 

opportunity to submit two (2) pictures.  One of 

the pictures should be the standard format for a senior 

portrait.  The portrait must be of the head and shoulders 

only.  Students should not be looking over their shoulder 

or lying down.  Also, no hands should be in the photo.  

Seniors must wear school appropriate clothing for the 

photo.  Boys are encouraged to wear ties.  The 

background for the portrait should be a pastel or light 

color.  The second photo may be an additional photo that 

you feel best defines you. This goes along with the 

theme of this yearôs yearbook, ñNorwin defined é.ò   

This may include but is not limited to a photo including 

sports, music, childhood or another senior picture.  The 

choice is yours.  

 

It is the studentôs responsibility to see that the Pennon 

staff receives the portraits.  The picture may be given to 

the yearbook advisor on a CD or as a hard copy photo.  

Please do not write on the back of the photo.  The 

photographer may also submit the pictures via e-mail to 

rthompson@norwinsd.org.  The yearbook staff cannot 

perform any touch-ups on the photos.  The photo we get 

is the photo that will appear in the yearbook. 

 

All photos must be submitted by January 15, 2010.   

 

If you would prefer to have your picture taken at school, 

a photographer from Captured Image Photography will 

be scheduled in late January.  There will be no sitting fee 

for this photo.  You will have the opportunity to 

purchase the pictures. 

 

Parents will have the opportunity to purchase pages for 

personal ads at a later date.  The pictures we are 

requesting at this time will be placed in the senior 

section of the yearbook.  There is no charge for this 

submission. 

 

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and 

determine final yearbook content.  We cannot 

guarantee that all submissions can be used in the 

book.  The Pennon staff reserves the right to reject 

any portrait not considered appropriate.  The photo 

we receive is considered property of the yearbook 

staff and will not be returned. 

SPRING MUSICAL  

Coming this spring, Norwin Theatre 

Club is excited to present Curtains as 

its annual spring musical.  Running 

March 18
th
 ï March 21

st
, Curtains is a musical comedy 

ñwho-dunnitò written by the same team that brought you 

Chicago and Cabaret.  Curtains is a backstage murder 

mystery set in 1959's Boston. The cast and crew of a 

Broadway-bound musical, the western ñRobbinô Hoodò,  

all become suspects after the show's leading lady 

mysteriously drops dead onstage while taking her final 

bow to the sound of applause.  Lieutenant Cioffi, a 

homicide detective who has a love for musical theatre 

comes on the scene to solve the crime and save ñRobbinô 

Hoodò after some terrible reviews.  After twenty-three 

preview performances, Curtains opened on Broadway 

on March 22, 2007 starring David Hyde Pierce and 

closed on June 29, 2008.  The musical received eight 

Tony Award Nominations, with David Hyde Pierce 

winning Best Performance by a Lead Actor.  Curtains 

will play in the Norwin High School Auditorium 

Thursday March 18
th
 through Saturday March 20

th
 at 

7:00 pm, and Sunday March 21
st
 at 2:00 pm.  Visit the 

theatre club website at www.NorwinTheatreClub.com 

for ticket information or email us at 
NorwinTheatreClub@yahoo.com. 

SCHOOL SAFETY ISSUES                  

Please help us to maintain a safe 

environment for your children during school 

hours by following a few simple rules listed below:  

 

1. Students being dropped off or driving to school should 

arrive and be in school by 7:10 am.  Students are to be 

dropped off near the Administration Building and 

use the sidewalk/crosswalk to the front of the high 

school.  Students are tardy if they are not in their 

homerooms by 7:18 am. 

 

2.  Students must obtain prior permission before driving 

to school.  

 

 

3. All students leaving school early must have written 

permission from their parent or legal guardian.  

 

4.  Students being picked up for an early dismissal by 

someone other than their parent or legal guardian must 

mailto:jboyd@norwinsd.org
mailto:rthompson@norwinsd.org
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have the name of the person picking up the student on 

the early dismissal form. 

 

5.  Students driving to school for an early dismissal must 

have written permission from their parent or guardian in 

addition to obtaining a parking pass.  
 

6. Students being picked up after school by someone 

other than their parent must have written permission 

from their parent or legal guardian. Students that do not 

have written permission from their parent or legal 

guardian will not be permitted to leave the school 

property. 

 

7.  All cars on campus in the AM must respond to the 

requests and directions of faculty members assisting in 

the parking lots.  Please drive slowly on campus and 

avoid mixing with bus traffic. 

 

The efforts of faculty members in the parking lot create a 

safe environment for students arriving or departing by 

bus or other means.  Please help by giving them your 

fullest cooperation.   

 

Thank you for helping us keep your children safe. 

 

NURSEôS REMINDERS 

                                       
In order for a medication to be given in school, 

whether prescribed or over-the-counter, the 

student must present a written doctorôs order and a 

request from the parent for the medication to be given. 

 

Many times a student phones home to request 

medication.  If the parent brings the medication to the 

school, the parent must stay to administer the medication 

to his/her child.  By State law, nurses are not permitted 

to administer medication without a doctorôs order.  Any 

medication sent to school, or left in the office in a baggie 

or container other than the original package will not be 

administered. 

 

Dr. Daniel Medic, D.O., Norwinôs school doctor, is at 

the high school on most Thursday mornings.  Free of 

charge, he will sign sports physicals, working paper 

applications, driverôs permit applications, and the State 

mandated 11
th
 grade physical.    He is not here to treat 

illnesses, to prescribe medications, to tend to non-school 

related accidents or injuries, or to do college entrance 

physical examinations.  These things are to be referred to 

the studentôs private physician.  

 

Students should see the school nurses to receive a pass 

and an appointment time for a school physical. 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP   

 
A Norwin senior, Kevin Quintana, is a 2010 

National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist.  He 

was among the top 2% of the 1.5 million PSAT test 

takers nationwide in 2008.    Congratulations Kevin. 

 

Congratulations to Jacob Benedict, Frances Black and 

Sara Boccabella for earning Commended Student Status 

in the 2010 National Merit Program.  These students 

were among the top 5% of the students who took the 

2008 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test. 

 

THANKS  TO PARENTS AND OTHER 

FRIENDS 

 

THE CHALLENGE PROGRAM  

 

 

 

Highest GPA for the school year: 

Senior ï  Angela DeVito 

Junior ï Julia DeVito 

Sophomore ï Dylan Quintana 


