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WELCOME 
To 

Norwin Middle School 
 
 

Norwin Middle School is committed to fostering the intellectual, 
physical and emotional development of every student.  Our 
school recognizes each childôs unique talents and abilities by 
emphasizing independence, responsibility and self-discipline 

emphasized, through our activities, experiences and 
expectations. 

 
This publication has been designed to supply information regarding 
the Middle School program and the policies and procedures for 
secondary students. 
 
All students and parents/guardians must review this document.  We 
trust this information will provide answers and improve 
communication between the home and the school.  Our main office 
can be contacted at any time at 724-861-3010. 
 
We require that students and parents confirm their review of this 
document by completing the Verification Form located on page 55.  
This form must be returned to each studentôs homeroom teacher. 
 

Best wishes for a successful year. 
 

        Robert A. Suman           Heather C. Newell 
               Principal              Assistant Principal 
   rsuman@norwinsd.org   hnewell@norwinsd.org 
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NORWIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Through quality educational experiences, the Norwin School District prepares 
students to become productive and responsible citizens in an ever-changing 

global society. 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
 
The Norwin School District is a nurturing learning community where students are 
welcomed, valued and challenged.  The school community is a partner in 
developing students who are life-long learners.  Through a quality education, we 
are committed to helping all students become productive and responsible citizens 
who will succeed in an ever-changing global society. 

 

THE NORWIN SCHOOL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 

724 -861 -3000  

Dr. John C. Boylan, Superintendent    

Dr. Tracy McNelly, Assistant Superintendent/Secondary Education  

Dr. Mary Ann Hazer, Assistant Superintendent/Elementary Education 

Ms. Margaret Zimmer, Director of Pupil Services/Special Programs 

Mr. John H. Wilson, Business Manager 

Mr. Thomas H. Wrobleski, Director of Human Resources 

Mrs. Lisa A. Banasick, School Psychologist 

Ms. Renee D. Kozusko, School Psychologist 

 

THE NORWIN SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Mr. Robert J. Perkins,  
President 

Mr. Del P. Nolfi, Jr.,  
Vice-President 

Mrs. Becky A. Gediminskas  

Mr. Ronald R. Giuliana 

Mr. Casey H. Harper 

Mr. Donald W. Rhodes, Jr. 

Mr. Dennis J. Rittenhouse 

Mr. Jeffrey E. Rutkowski 

Mr. Thomas Sturm 
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Norwin Middle School 
 

10870 Mockingbird Drive 
North Huntingdon, PA  15642 

 
724-861-3010 

Fax# 724-863-5408 
 
 
 

NORWIN MIDDLE SCHOOL OFFICE STAFF 

 
 

Main Office X1400 
Mrs. Janet Walczak, Secretary  

 
Guidance Office X1408 

Mrs. Karen Fairgrieve, Secretary 
 

Library X1412 
Mrs. Sherri Pecora, Secretary 

 
Cafeteria X1430 

Mrs. Valerie Yost, Manager 
 

Athletic Office/Transportation  

724 - 861 - 3006  
Mr. Randy Rovesti 

Mrs. Barbara Thompson, Secretary 

 
 

Guidance Counselors  
X 1408 

Mr. R. Wesley Kean (A-L) 
Ms. Jennifer DiVittis (M-Z) 

 
 

School Nurse 
X1420 

Mrs. Cathy Welsch 
Mrs. Janet Petrozza, Nurseôs Assistant 
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NORWIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2009 ï 2010 School Calendar 

Teachers Begin ï August 21, 2009 
Students Begin ï August 26, 2009 

Students End ï June 4, 2010 
Teachers End ï June 7, 2010 

Classes for students will NOT be held on: 

August 21, 2009 Staff Development Day  
August 24, 2009 Staff Development Day  
August 25, 2009 Teacher Clerical Day 
September 7, 2009 Labor Day 
October 12, 2009 Staff Development Day 
November 26 and 27, 2009 Thanksgiving Recess 
November 30, 2009 Non-mandatory Staff Development Day 
December 24, 2009 ï January 1, 
2010 

Winter Recess 

January 18, 2010 Teacher Clerical Day 
February 15, 2010 Snow Day 
March 15, 2010 Snow Day 
April 1, 2010 Snow Day 
April  2 & 3, 2010 Spring Recess 
April 6, 2010 Snow Day 
May 7, 2010 Non-mandatory Staff Development Day 
May 31, 2010 Memorial Day 
June 1, 2010 School Picnic 
June 2, 2010 Snow Day 

 
Report Cards/Grading Periods 

1st Quarter Ends October 29, 2009 
2nd Quarter Ends January 14, 2010 
3rd Quarter Ends March 23, 2010 
4th Quarter Ends June 4, 2010  

Tentative Testing Schedule 2009-2010 

GRADE 7    
4Sight: Math & Reading, 3 times 

    Week of August 31, 2009 
     Week of December 7, 2009 
     Week of March 1, 2010 
PSSA:  ath, April 12-16, 2010 
          Reading, April 12ï16, 2010 
          Make-Ups May 3-7, 2010 
COIN: Career Interest Inventory 

GRADE 8     
4Sight: Math & Reading, 3 times  

    Week of August 31, 2009 
     Week of December 7, 2009 
     Week of March 1, 2010 
PSSA: Math, April 12-16, 2010 

 Reading, April 12-16, 2010  
   Writing, April 19-23, 2010  
          Science, April 26-30, 2101  

 Make-Ups May 3-7, 2010 
COIN: Career Interest Inventory

       



 7 

SKYWARD FAMILY ACCESS 
 
Norwin School District offers an on-line information link program called Skyward that provides 
parents and guardians up-to-date information about their child from any computer connected to 
the Internet.  The Skyward feature called ñfamily accessò allows free users to view a studentôs 
grades, attendance, cafeteria accounts, and health visits.  Anther feature is e-mail notification that 
may be requested by parents and guardians for absences or progress reports. 

   
ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

 
Norwin Middle School operates on a team concept.  Students are divided into three (3) teams in 
both seventh and eighth grades.  The 7

th
 grade teams are composed of five (5) core subject 

teachers in the areas of Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Reading.  
There are four (4) person teams in 8

th
 Grade composed of four (4) core subject teachers in the 

areas of Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  Practical applications of basic 
information and the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills are emphasized.  
Other subject areas include Art, Music (General Music, Band, or Chorus), Industrial Technology, 
Family and Consumer Sciences, Physical Education, Communications, Computer Applications, 
and Exploratory Languages, consisting of Spanish, French, and German.  Students have the 
opportunity to participate in many clubs and activities sponsored by the faculty. 

 

GRADE 7 GRADE 8 
Year Courses 
 
ü Pre-Algebra or Algebra 
ü Life Science or Biological 

Studies 
ü Reading or Literary Studies 
ü Global Studies 
ü Language Arts 
 

Year Courses 
 
ü Language Arts or English Studies 
ü Algebra A, Algebra, Geometry 
ü Integrated Science 
ü US/PA Studies or American 

Studies 
ü Communications A 

Semester Courses 
 
ü Academy of Reading 
ü Health, Physical Education, 

Adaptive Physical Education 
ü Art/Music  
         (General Music, Chorus, Band,  
           Orchestra) 

Semester Courses 
 
ü Health, Physical Education, 

Adaptive Physical Education 
ü Communications I 
ü Computer Applications 
ü Art/Music  
         (General Music, Chorus, Band,  
           Orchestra) 

 

Nine- (9) Weeks Courses 
 
ü Computer Applications 
ü Industrial Technology 
ü Family and Consumer Science 
ü Exploratory Spanish 
 

Nine- (9) Weeks Courses 
 
ü Exploratory French 
ü Exploratory German 
ü Industrial Technology 
ü Family and Consumer Science 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Grade 7 ï Year Courses 
 
Pre-Algebra ï This course will place a strong emphasis on the continued study of integers, order 
of operations, variables, expressions, and equations.  Students will solve and graph equations 
and inequalities, write and solve proportions, and explore geometry, statistics, and graph 
concepts.  Problem solving will be emphasized throughout the course.  Students who earn below 
a 70% in Pre-Algebra are scheduled for Cognitive Tutor Algebra in 8

th
 grade.  Students who earn 

a 70% or above will be prepared to take Algebra I. 
 
Algebra I ï Algebra I is a course in which students learn how to solve problems by using 
variables to represent unknown quantities and then solving for those unknown quantities by 
writing equations and inequalities.  Course topics include a review of the order of operations with 
integers, solving equations, and simplifying expressions. Students will work extensively on solving 
and graphing linear and quadratic equations and inequalities.  Additional topics will include rules 
of exponents, factors and polynomials, polynomial fractions, the Cartesian coordinate plane, 
radicals, and the quadratic formula.  Students who successfully complete this course with an 85% 
or higher will be prepared to move on to Geometry.  Students who earn an 84% or below will 
repeat Algebra I in 8

th
 grade. 

 
Life Science ï Life Science is an introductory level course designed to enable students to 
explore basic biological concepts in a laboratory setting.  Students focus on concepts that are 
shared by all living things such as cell structure, biochemical make-up, and inheritance.  As 
students move into the second semester, the focus is on the diversity of life as they classify the 
many different species of living organisms into kingdoms and other classification categories.  
Students finish the year with a unit on ecology that relates the interdependence of living with each 
other and with their environment. 
 
Biological Studies ï Biological Studies is an advanced version of Life Science specially 
designed to meet the needs of the SOAR student.  These students follow the basic Life Science 
curriculum; however, additional topics are also included such as forensics, karyotyping, and 
paleogeography.  A field trip, which includes many hands-on activities, also enriches the existing 
course of study.  Class discussions are conducted on a higher level and tests include more essay 
type questions, which encourage students to use higher level thinking skills.  During the second 
semester, Biology students prepare and present their SOAR teaching projects.  Students are 
expected to select a section from the textbook, supplement it with outside research, develop a 
lesson plan, and then teach that lesson to the class.  In this way, they help to enrich their own 
curriculum with their chosen topics and they become more independent in their quest for 
knowledge. 
 
Reading ï This course is designed to provide instruction in basic reading skills according to the 
PA Standards for Reading and Writing.  Topics include:  Authorôs purpose, setting, conflict, 
characterization, elements of plot, theme, summarizing, making inferences, finding the main idea, 
poetic elements.  Instruction is provided through a variety of literary genres, including historical 
fiction, biography, autobiography, science fiction, fantasy, realistic fiction, mythology, fables, 
poetry, and drama.  Fostering reading as an independent activity is also a goal.  Supplementary 
materials are also included.  Among other novels available for additional reading, The Pigman is 
read and discussed as a class.  Practice in writing to prompts will prepare students for the genre 
of test-taking, including the PSSA in Reading. 
 
Literary Studies ï This course is designed to provide instruction in basic reading skills according 
to the PA Standards for Reading and Writing and in addition to applicable IEP Goals.  Topics 
include the following:  Authorôs purpose, setting, conflict, characterization, elements of plot, 
theme, summarizing, making inferences, finding the main idea, and poetic elements.  Instruction 
is provided through a variety of literary genres, including historical fiction, biography, 
autobiography, science fiction, fantasy, realistic fiction, mythology, fables, poetry, and drama.  
Fostering reading as an independent activity is also a goal.  Supplementary materials are also 
included.  Among other novels available for additional reading, Animal Farm is read and 
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discussed as a class.  Practice in writing to prompts will prepare students for the genre of test-
taking, including the PSSA in Reading. 
 
Global Studies ï Seventh grade students take Global Studies--a yearlong course based upon 
world history, geography, economics, government, and ecology standardsðto fulfill their social 
studies requirement.  During Global Studies, students journey backwards through time to 
discover a world of empires.  First, students learn how Greek civilization flourished to contribute 
many gifts (like psychology, democracy, art, literature, and theater) that we continue to use during 
our modern times.  Next, students study life during the ancient Roman Empire, concentrating on 
the uniqueness of human relationships.  As the school year progresses, students become familiar 
with the system of feudalism during the Middle Ages, as well as the dynastic rule that occurred 
throughout the then know world.  Finally, students examine the religious, economic, social, 
political, and cultural changes that took place during the European Renaissance and Age of 
Exploration.  Throughout Global Studies, students strengthen their cartography, critical thinking, 
and creative writing skills.  In addition to studying how to organize answers to essay questions 
and to write creatively, students experience hands-on learning as they analyze artifacts, examine 
primary source materials, role play, engage in simulation activities, and work cooperatively. 
 
Language Arts ï The 7

th
 Grade Language Arts course is designed to given an extensive 

overview of grammar and writing.  The course focuses on the writing process and the instruction 
of the TEX

3
I format.  Strong grammar instruction and content vocabulary are taken out of isolation 

and presented in the context of drafting, revision, proofreading, and literature.   
 
Grade 7 ï Semester Courses 
 
Academy of Reading ï This course is designed to help struggling readers with skills ranging 
from letter identification to passage comprehension.  This hybrid course combines individualized 
researched-based computer instruction and practice along with individualized one-on-one and 
small group teacher instruction.  
 
Health ï The 7

th
 grade health curriculum, conducted in conjunction with Physical Education, is 

designed to familiarize students with issues they will encounter during their middle school years.  
It is designed to provide knowledge and experiences, which will enable them to make choices 
that will have a positive impact on their health.  Units covered include communicable diseases, 
wellness, tobacco, skeletal system, muscular system, and fitness. 
 
Physical Education ï The Physical Education program provides each student with the 
opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program consisting of skill development, lead up 
games, team sports, and physical fitness activities.  The students receive instruction in rules, 
skills, and strategies associated with the different sports as well as learning experiences involving 
physical conditioning activities.  The students will also have opportunities to become involved in 
life long physical activities through individual sport units.  The program promotes the spirit of 
cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly competition. 
 
Adaptive Physical Education ï This course is available for students in Grades 7 and 8 who 
either temporarily or permanently may not participate in regular physical education class as 
specified by a physicianôs excuse.  This course utilizes a wide variety of activities and strategies 
to meet the needs of students participating in the program. 
 
Art ï Two- and three-dimensional art production are included in this course.  Basic design, 
drawing, painting, and sculpture techniques will be explored.  A concentration on the principles 
and elements of design, incorporated with art history, will be integrated into various art projects 
throughout the middle years. 
 
General Music ï General Music in Grade 7 involves the reinforcement and mastery of the basic 
elements of music as a language.  Some music history is taught through cross- curriculum 
references.  Selected music repertoire may be sung and studied through the use of selected 
musicals. 
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Chorus ï The Middle School Chorus class is open to all 7
th
 grade students and will help students 

learn proper vocal techniques and develop better music reading skills.  Simple choreographed 
movements may be used to enhance the mood and the rhythm.  We learn individual, small group, 
and large group ensemble techniques and will experience a varied choral repertoire.  Individual 
and small group dance, keyboard, and/or vocal opportunities may be granted.  Students are 
required to attend their regularly scheduled activity period rehearsal, which occurs one day per 
six-day cycle depending on their voice part.  Students may participate in any other sport and/or 
activities and do have opportunities to make up missed rehearsals.  Students are required to 
participate in their semesterôs performance (Christmas and/or Spring Concert).  Chorus, as a 
music class, meets only one (1) semester, although Chorus, as an activity, meets all year. 
 
Orchestra ï Middle School Orchestra is open to all 7

th
 grade students who play violin, viola, 

cello, or bass.  Orchestra class provides students with the opportunity to further develop their 
instrumental skills and experience quality orchestral literature through meaningful ensemble 
performance.  The class meets 45 times during either the first or second semester.  Additionally, 
rehearsals take place several times a week during the homeroom period throughout the school 
year.  Two evening concerts (December and May) are required.  Students electing Orchestra as a 
class may also participate in Band and/or Chorus during Activity Period. 
 
Band ï The Norwin Middle School Band is open to all students in Grades 7 and 8.  The class is a 
yearlong ensemble that allows students who have already begun lessons in the elementary 
grades the opportunity to perform in a large ensemble setting.  Performances include two (2) 
parades and two (2) concerts given each school year throughout the community.  The 
prerequisite for this course is previous instruction; however, beginners may start at the discretion 
of the director any time during the school year.  There is an opportunity for solo and select honors 
band groups as well.  Other small ensemble groups such as Jazz Band, Flute Ensemble, and 
Percussion Ensemble are available. 
 
Grade 7 ï Nine- (9) Weeks Courses 
 
Computer ï Students will learn basic computer skills, including an introduction to Windows, in 
addition to proper technique and keystroking.  Students learn to touch type all alphabetic, 
numeric, symbols, and punctuation keys on a computer keyboard using MicroType Pro software.   
 
Industrial Technology ï Transportation technology, computer-aided drafting, graphic design, 
and creative problem solving are the foundations of this course.  Students will research all 
aspects of the universal systems model and design process in order to obtain the skills necessary 
to solve design problems in each area of technology.  Projects include the following:  gliders, hot 
air balloons, crash test vehicles, CAD drawings, and mouse pads.  All projects are student 
designed and manufactured. 
 
Family and Consumer Science ï Students will select and prepare a variety of food based on 
the Food Guide Pyramid.  In doing so, they will be introduced to and expected to excel in 
decision-making processes, goal setting techniques, and planning and organizational skills. 
 
Exploratory Spanish ï Exploratory Spanish consists of nine (9) weeks of instruction.  This 
survey course is designed to be a meaningful immersion into both the Spanish language and the 
Hispanic culture.  The focus is to introduce the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing, with a strong emphasis on listening and speaking.  In addition to modeling for students 
how to acquire a foreign language, this class will help students determine which language to 
study in later grades. 
 
Grade 8 ï Year Courses 
 
Communications A ï This 8

th
 Grade course is the year-long version of one also available to 

students as a semester course, Communications I.  Written work will include narrative, 
informative, persuasive, and entertaining styles of writing.  These styles will also be carried over 
to the public speaking portion of this course.    The course combines written planning and 
organizing with public speaking.  Also, a portion of the curriculum focuses on Study Skills, the 
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development of habits for successful learning and remembering, and strengthening of 
fundamental reading processes and comprehension. 
 
Language Arts ï This course consists of instruction in grammar, sentence and paragraph 
writing, and literature, focusing on the four genres:  the short story, the drama, the novel, and 
poetry.  There is a focus on informative and persuasive essay writing using the TEX

3
I format, 

including the effective use of the writing process, writing appropriate and effective introductions 
and conclusions, and using textual support.  Vocabulary development is approached through a 
variety of vocabulary activities. 
 
English Studies ï This course consists of intense instruction in grammar, sentence and 
paragraph writing, and literature, focusing on the four genres:  the short story, the drama, the 
novel, and poetry.  There is a focus on informative and persuasive essay writing using the TEX

3
I 

format, including the effective use of the writing process, writing appropriate and effective 
introductions and conclusions, and using textual support.  Vocabulary development is 
approached through a variety of vocabulary activities including SAT preparation and context 
clues.  In addition, students complete an extensive independent project on a supplementary 
novel, which may involve research, writing, speaking, artwork, or a particular strength that 
students may decide to showcase.  A number of enrichment activities also permit students to 
guide their own learning. 
 
Algebra I ï Algebra I is a course in which students learn how to solve problems by using 
variables to represent unknown quantities and then solving for those unknown quantities by 
writing equations and inequalities.  Course topics include a review of the order of operations with 
integers, solving equations, and simplifying expressions. Students will work extensively on solving 
and graphing linear and quadratic equations and inequalities.  Additional topics will include rules 
of exponents, factors and polynomials, polynomial fractions, the Cartesian coordinate plane, 
radicals, and the quadratic formula.  Students who earn a 70% or above in this course may elect 
to take Geometry or Cognitive Geometry in 9

th
 grade.  Students who earn below a 70% will need 

to repeat an Algebra course by choosing either Algebra I or Integrated I as freshmen. 
 
Algebra A ï Students who require more demonstration and practice time in order to master the 
course topics of Algebra I (see list above) may choose Algebra A in 8

th
 grade and Algebra B in 9

th
 

grade.  This class covers the same Algebra curriculum over two years of instruction.  
 
Geometry ï The Geometry course is for students who have successfully completed Algebra I in 
7

th
 Grade with an average of 88% or better.  The course includes the following topics:  geometry 

terminology, inductive and deductive reasoning, the development of a postulate system, and the 
geometric proof.  Various algebraic techniques are incorporated.  Students who successfully 
complete this course by averaging an 88% or better in middle school will move on to Honors 
Algebra II.  Students who earn above a 70% can take Algebra II as freshmen.   
 
Integrated Science ï This course combines the essential topics from Science and Physical 
Science.  The topics taught in the Physical Science text include matter and its properties, 
understanding the periodic table at the molecular level, naming and writing chemical formulas, 
and balancing chemical formulas.  The Science sub-branches covered are the units on 
Meteorology and Astronomy.  The school Weather Bug System is a major area of study that is 
used throughout the Meteorology curriculum.  The final unit deals with the relationship of each 
area of study and how they affect the environment.  Students who earn below an 82% will 
schedule for Applied Biology as freshmen.  Students who earn an 82% or higher can choose to 
take Academic Biology in 9

th
 grade.  Students who earn a 92% or higher may elect to take 

Honors Biology. 
 
US/PA Studies ï This yearlong course consists of early American history and geography.  The 
American history segment is designed to provide the 8

th
 Grade middle school student with the 

opportunity to gain a basic understanding of the following topics:  the growth of Democracy, the 
causes of the Revolutionary War, the Revolutionary War; the Constitutional Convention; the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights; the origin of political parties; the growth of Federalism; the War 
of 1812; the Era of Good Feelings; the Age of Jackson; the impact of transportation advances; 
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and the Industrial Revolution.  Students will have the opportunity to develop a cultural 
understanding and raise awareness of the responsibilities of good citizenship.  In addition, the 
course emphasizes the growth and development of critical thinking, basic study skills, and 
communication skills.  Integrated into the U.S. History course is U.S. Geography, which provides 
the middle school student with the opportunity to explore various geographic regions in the United 
States.  These regions include the Northeast, South, Midwest, and West.  Regionalism, as a 
geographic theme, is emphasized specifically in conjunction with economics, cultural studies, 
demographics, history, nationalism, and topography.  Critical thinking skills are developed with an 
interdisciplinary approach to teaching.  This segment of the course focuses on the development 
of the United States regions as it impacts United States History. 
 
American Studies ï American Studies is an advanced course of US/PA Studies.  The American 
Studies class follows the basic curriculum of the US/PA Studies course and additionally covers 
topics more in depth and with an emphasis on critical thinking skills, oral and written 
communication, and creative thinking.  The needs of the SOAR student are met by focusing on 
debate skills, journal writing, and literary analysis.  Students read the novel My Brother Sam is 
Dead and then complete an independent project on the book.  Students also participate in a field 
trip where they engage in hands-on activities.  Independence is encouraged as students have the 
opportunity to design the final product in various enrichment activities. 
 
Grade 8 ï Semester Courses 
 
Health ï The Health curriculum, conducted in conjunction with the Physical Education program, 
is designed to help individuals become sensitive, healthy persons who take an active roll in 
protecting, maintaining, and improving their health.  Students study STIôs, AIDS, nutrition, alcohol 
and drugs, CPR, circulatory system, eating disorders, and fitness. 
 
Physical Education ï The Physical Education program provides each student with the 
opportunity to participate in a comprehensive program consisting of skill development, lead up 
games, team sports, individual sports, and physical fitness activities.  The students receive 
instruction in rules, skills, and strategies associated with the different sports as well as learning 
experiences involving physical conditioning activities and lifelong physical activities.  The program 
promotes the spirit of cooperation, leadership, fair play, and friendly competition. 
 
Adaptive Physical Education ï This course is available for students in grades 7 and 8 who 
either temporarily or permanently may not participate in regular physical education class as 
specified by a physicianôs excuse.  This course utilizes a wide variety of activities to meet the 
needs of students participating in the program. 
 
Communications Iï The 8

th
 Grade course combines written planning and organizing with public 

speaking.  Written work will include narrative, informative, persuasive, and entertaining styles of 
writing.  These styles will also be carried over to the public speaking portion of this course.  
Students will analyze model speeches to determine effective elements and choices of vocal 
control, diction, and syntax.  Delivery methods for speeches will include extemporaneous, 
impromptu, memorized, and manuscript readings with time requirements that change for each 
speech given.  Students are instructed in the six steps to planning compositions and speeches.  
Tests are given regularly throughout the semester, with a final given at the end of the semester.   
 
Computer Applications ï Students improve their keyboarding skills using Microtype Pro and 
MicroPace software programs.  They learn the fundamental concepts of Microsoft Word and are 
taught to format, edit, and print documents.  Microsoft Excel is introduced, and students learn to 
format spreadsheets using basic Excel formulas.  Finally, each student learns to construct 
interdisciplinary PowerPoint presentations containing a variety of transitions, animations, and 
sounds. 
 
Art ï Two- and three-dimensional art productions are included in this course.  Basic design, 
drawing, painting, and sculpture techniques will be explored.  A concentration on the principals 
and elements of design, incorporated with art history, will be integrated into various art projects 
throughout the middle years. 
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Music ï Music in Grade 8 emphasizes concepts of American Popular Music and musical theater 
of all generations.  Music as an aesthetic is studied in detail using selected media.  Selected 
musicals focusing on dance will also be studied. 
 
Chorus ï The Middle School Chorus is open to all 8

th
 grade students and will help students learn 

proper vocal techniques and develop better music reading skills.  Simple choreographed 
movements may be used to enhance the mood and the rhythm.  We learn individual, small group, 
and large group ensemble techniques and will experience a varied choral repertoire.  Individual 
and small group dance, keyboard, and/or vocal opportunities may be granted.  Students are 
required to attend their regularly scheduled activity period rehearsal, which occurs one day per 
six-day cycle depending on their voice part.  Students may participate in any other sport and/or 
activities and do have opportunities to make up missed rehearsals.  Students are required to 
participate in their semesterôs performance (Christmas and/or Spring Concert).  Chorus, as a 
class, meets only one (1) semester, although Chorus, as an activity, meets all year. 
 
Orchestra ï Middle School Orchestra is open to 8

th
 grade students who play violin, viola, cello, or 

bass.  Orchestra class provides students with the opportunity to further develop their instrumental 
skills and experience quality orchestral literature through meaningful ensemble performance.  The 
class meets 45 times during either the first or second semester.  Additionally, rehearsals take 
place several times a week during the homeroom period throughout the school year.  Two 
evening concerts (December and May) are required.  Students electing Orchestra as a class may 
also participate in Band and/or Chorus during Activity Period. 
 
Band ï The Norwin Middle School Band is open to all 8

th
 grade students.  The class is a yearlong 

ensemble that allows students who have already begun lessons in the elementary grades the 
opportunity to perform in a large ensemble setting.  Performances include two (2) parades and 
two (2) concerts given each school year throughout the community.  The prerequisite for this 
course is previous instruction; however, beginners may start at the discretion of the director any 
time during the school year.  There is an opportunity for solo and select honors band groups as 
well.  Other small ensemble groups such as Jazz Band, Flute Ensemble, and Percussion 
Ensemble are available. 
 
Grade 8 - Nine- (9) Weeks Courses 
 
Exploratory French ï Exploratory French is a nine- (9) week survey course designed to be a 
meaningful immersion in a new language and culture.  The focus is to introduce the language 
through the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with a strong emphasis on 
listening and speaking.  In an Exploratory Language course, one goal is for students to learn how 
to acquire a foreign language.  Another goal is to help students to decide which language to study 
in later grades. 
 
Exploratory German ï Exploratory German is a nine- (9) week survey course designed to be a 
meaningful immersion in a new language and culture.  The focus is to introduce the language 
through the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, with a strong emphasis on 
listening and speaking.  In an Exploratory Language course, one goal is for students to learn how 
to acquire a foreign language.  Another goal is to help students to decide which language to study 
in later grades. 
 
Industrial Technology ï This course will cover some basic mechanical drawing through 
orthographic projection and multi-view drawings with emphasis on measurement, layout, 
accuracy, line technique, and neatness.  Students also look at the role of a research and 
development engineer in racecar design.  Students must consider aerodynamics such as drag, 
friction, streamlining, and turbulence while designing and developing their own compressed air 
dragster.  Students will look at key concepts regarding earthquakes, loads, forces, foundations, 
and frameworks.  Tower structures will be designed, built, and tested on an earthquake simulator.  
During the construction phases of the car and tower, students will learn proper hand and power 
tool use and safety. 
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Family and Consumer Science ï Key concepts are reinforced by hands-on experiences 
covering independent living skills in the 8

th
 grade curriculum.  Students are given the opportunity 

to explore basic goal setting, money management, consumerism, home maintenance and design, 
clothing selection, sewing skills, and child development/babysitting.  Organizational and decision-
making skills are practiced throughout all areas of study. 

 

General School Operating Procedures 
 

6-DAY CYCLE SCHEDULE 
 
We use a six- (6) day cycle instead of a conventional weekly schedule.  Each dayôs cycle number 
is listed on the District website under the link entitled, ñInformation.ò  Cycle days are also 
announced each morning during the announcements and are displayed in classrooms for student 
and teacher reference. 

 
ACTIVITIES AND SPORTS 

 
Clubs 

Art 
Audio Visual 
Bible 
Computer 
Exploratory Language: 
 French 
 German 
 Spanish 
Homework Helpers 
Library Aides 
Office Helpers 
Physical Fitness  
Reading Competition 
S.A.D.D. 
Science Olympiad 
Ski 
Stage Crew 
Video Production Crew 

 
Club Sports 

Field Hockey - Girls 
Hockey - Boys 
Lacrosse ï Boys  

Organizations 
Band 
Cheerleading 
Chorus 
Colorguard 
National Junior Honor 
Society 
Orchestra 
PTSA 
S.A.D.D. 
School Newspaper 
Student Council 
Volunteens  
Yearbook 
 

Interscholastic 
Athletics/Boys 

Basketball 
Cross Country 
Football 
Track 
Wrestling 

Interscholastic 
Athletics/Girls 

Basketball 
Cross Country 
Softball 
Track 
Volleyball 
 
 

Activities 
Assemblies 
Dances 
Geography Bee 
Holocaust Museum 
Interdisciplinary Units 
Intramurals 
Motivational Speakers 
Science Fair 
Reflections Contest 
Reward Days 

 

ACTIVITY PERIOD 
 
Students return to their homerooms following their 7

th
 Period class.  This time is used for a variety 

of activities including clubs, intramurals, rehearsals, tutoring, and other school-related functions.  
Students must sign out of their homeroom prior to attending activities. 
 

AGENDA BOOKS 
 
A Student Agenda book is provided for all students during the first week of school.  For ease of 
reference and review, each Agenda contains a synopsis of this Handbook.  See the first several 
pages for this Handbook-at-a-Glance.   It is the expectation of all teachers that children record 
their assignments in their Agendas on a daily basis.  The Agenda helps students and parents 
keep track of all assignments and academic progress in each class.  The Student Agenda is the 
core component in successful organization.  Any student who loses the Agenda must purchase a 
replacement copy for $5.00 from the Guidance Office immediately. 
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BELL SCHEDULE 
2009 - 2010 

 
 

FACULTY ARRIVAL 
7:35 AM 

STUDENT WARNING BELL 
Band/Orchestra 

7:50 AM 

HOMEROOM ï SCHOOL NEWS ï S.U.R.F. 
7:55 AM ï 8:14 AM 

1 8:17 ï 9:00 
9:00 ï 9:03 

1 8:17 ï 9:00 
9:00 ï 9:03 

1 8:17 ï 9:00 
9:00 ï 9:03 

      

2 9:03 ï 9:46 
9:46 ï 9:49 

2 9:03 ï 9:46 
9:46 ï 9:49 

2 9:03 ï 9:46 
9:46 ï 9:49 

      

3 9:49 ï 10:32 
10:32 ï 10:35 

3 9:49 ï 10:32 
10:32 ï 10:35 

3 9:49 ï 10:32 
10:32 ï 10:35 

      

LUNCH A 10:35 ï 11:05 
11:05 ï 11:08 

4 10:35 ï 11:18 
11:18 ï 11:21 

4 10:35 ï 11:18 
11:18 ï 11:21 

      

4 11:08 ï 11:51 
11:51 ï 11:54 

LUNCH B 11:21 ï 11:51 
11:51 ï 11:54 

5 11:21 ï 12:04 
12:04 ï 12:07 

      

5 11:54 ï 12:37 
12:37 ï 12:40 

5 11:54 ï 12:37 
12:37 ï 12:40 

LUNCH C 12:07 ï 12:37 
12:37 ï 12:40 

      

6 12:40 ï 1:23 
1:23 ï 1:26 

6 12:40 ï 1:23 
1:23 ï 1:26 

6 12:40 ï 1:23 
1:23 ï 1:26 

      

7 1:26 ï 2:11 
2:11 ï 2:15 

7 1:26 ï 2:11 
2:11 ï 2:15 

7 1:26 ï 2:11 
2:11 ï 2:15 

ACTIVITY PERIOD/CHANNEL ONE 
2:15 PM ï 2:45 PM 

STUDENT DISMISSAL 
2:45 PM ï 3:05 PM 

COMMON PLANNING/SEMINAR TIME 
3:05 PM ï 3:35 PM 

FACULTY DISMISSAL 
3:35 PM 
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BOOK BAGS 
 
Students at Norwin Middle School are encouraged to use book bags to carry their books and 
supplies to and from school.  This provides protection for the school materials and also helps to 
decrease the chances of students losing their materials. 
 
However, once students arrive at Norwin Middle School, they are to store their book bags in their 
lockers.  Students are permitted to stop at their lockers during the school day if time permits.  
Therefore, carrying bulky book bags through the halls and into classrooms is unnecessary.  
Under extreme circumstances, such as with medical excuses, exceptions may be made to this 
rule.  Any parent or guardian who would like an exception to be considered should send a letter to 
the principal, stating in detail the reason for this request.  

 
BUS CONDUCT  
 
Any student of the Norwin Middle School who is transported by bus is to load and unload at the 
designated stop and ride the bus or buses, which have been assigned.  The school bus should 
not be used as student transportation for visits, parties, etc.  Parents must make other 
arrangements for social transportation.  If a student must ride another bus due to an emergency, 
the parent/guardian must contact the school by telephone or note explaining the nature of the 
emergency.  If approved, the student will be issued a bus pass.   

 
Points to Remember: 
 
Á Students should be at the assigned bus stop approximately 10 minutes ahead of the 

scheduled time, keeping a safe distance from cars.  There is to be no running, shoving, 
tripping, fighting, snowballing, etc., while waiting for the bus. 

Á Students are not to tamper with or damage bus equipment, including the emergency 
door. 

Á Eating or drinking on the bus is not permitted. 
Á Throwing or shooting of any object is not permitted on the bus or at the bus stop 

(examples:  rubber band, straw, ball, water gun, etc.). 
Á Students must remain seated while the bus is in motion.  If the driver desires to assign 

seats, students will occupy the seats assigned. 
Á Loud or inappropriate language on the bus or at the bus stop is not permitted. 
Á Upon arriving at school, students must exit the bus in an orderly manner and walk to the 

appropriate gathering areas to wait for dismissal to homeroom. 
 
The driver of a school bus is in charge of maintaining discipline on the bus and has the right to 
verbally reprimand any student who misbehaves in order to maintain peaceful conduct. 
 
All Norwin Middle School buses are equipped to videotape for safety concerns and/or compliance 
with school regulations.  Videotapes from buses can be requested at any time by the Director of 
Transportation, principal, or driver. 

 



 19  

CAFETERIA 
 

The Norwin School District offers wholesome, well-planned meals for breakfast and lunch at a 
nominal cost.  The same meals are provided free or at reduced cost for families meeting income 
guidelines.  Application forms are sent home at the beginning of each school year; however, 
families may apply at any time or if there is a change in income status.  All Free/Reduced Lunch 
application forms should be returned to the Cafeteria Manager by the student.  The funding is 
determined by the number of children approved for free/reduced meals.  If you fall within the 
income guidelines, you are encouraged to apply even if you choose not to use the benefit. 
 
Each student is issued an ID card.  Student ID cards will be necessary when purchasing lunches.  
Students will scan cards while in the cafeteria line to expedite the lunch process.  Students will be 
required to go to the end of the line if they do not have the ID badge.  Students who need to 
replace their Student ID card should see the Guidance Office secretary.  Replacement cards cost 
$1.00 for the first replacement and $5.00 for each additional replacement.   
 
Questions about cafeteria services should be directed to the Cafeteria Manager, Mrs. Valerie 
Yost, the Food Service Director, or the Building Principal. 
 
Breakfast 
 
A hot or cold meal is available in the cafeteria for all students who arrive in time to complete the 
meal prior to the start of the school day.  Students are not permitted to bring a breakfast from 
home to eat at school.  On weather-related School Delay days, breakfast will NOT be served. 
 
Lunch 
 
Parents are encouraged to allow their child(ren) to purchase the school lunch.  Parents should 
pay for meals by submitting a check to the cafeteria staff.    Milk is encouraged for all children and 
can be purchased on a daily basis by those who bring a lunch from home.   
 
Prices  
 
ü Breakfast  Daily - $.90 
ü Lunch   Daily - $1.65 
ü Please make checks payable to ñNorwin Food Serviceò 
 
Norwin School District Middle School Lunch Policy 
 
Parents may access detailed account summary information through Skyward or request a 
printed copy to verify account activity.     
 
ü A student is cautioned verbally and in writing as his or her account funds become low. 
ü The student will receive notification in writing when his account becomes outstanding.  

Students who owe money will not be permitted to purchase supplemental food items 
(ñextrasò).  

ü The student will not be allowed to attend any after-school events or participate in any 
school-time incentives until this debt is paid. 

ü If a studentôs account is outstanding, he may charge up to three (3) lunches. 
ü If, after three (3) charged lunches the debt is not cleared, the student will receive for 

lunch a cold cheese sandwich, a piece of fruit, and white milk.  Allergic substitutions will 
be made.  The daily lunch charge will apply for these lunches.   

ü If, after six (6) lunches the debt is not cleared, the student may be denied a lunch.   
ü There will be no charging of lunches after date designated by Principal at the end of the 

school year. 
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Expected Behavior:  Breakfast and lunch provide time for students to relax, enjoy a nourishing 
meal, and socialize with friends.  In order to maintain an orderly atmosphere, it is expected that 
students follow these rules. 
 
1. Be polite and use proper table manners. 
2. Talk quietly. 
3. Ask to use the restroom or leave the cafeteria. 
4. Walk at all times. 
5. Clean up after eating. 
6. Do not loan or borrow money. 
7. Do not trade or sell food. 
 
Student misuse of lunchtime may result in the following consequences: 
 
1. Verbal reprimand by cafeteria personnel. 
2. Change in seating assignment or assignment of cafeteria clean-up duty. 
3. Assignment of Lunch Detention. 
4. Parent contact and/or conference.   
5. Loss of cafeteria privileges. 
6. Other consequence as determined by the principal. 

 
CHANGE OF STUDENT INFORMATION: ADDRESS, PHONE, EMAIL, ETC. 
 
Any change of information should be reported to the Guidance Office as soon as possible after 
the change occurs.  Please call 724-861-3010. 

 
CLOSING OF SCHOOL 
 
Prior to the Beginning of the School Day:  When weather conditions make traveling dangerous 
or when emergencies arise, our schools may be delayed in starting or they may be closed.  
Parents are requested not to call school buildings.  Tune to radio or television station KDKA 
(1020), WPXI, or WTAE (1250) for the latest information.  A one-hour delay may become a two-
hour delay or the weather may worsen and result in school being cancelled. 
 
Parents who transport their children to school on days when there are delays should adhere to 
postponed starting times.  Depending on the road condition in the area of residence, parents may 
decide not to send their children after a school delay.  The district will respect this decision and 
will record the absence as legal. 
 
During the School Day:  Parents should make prior arrangements for a place for their child to 
stay if an emergency causes an early dismissal of school.  These arrangements should be shared 
with your child(ren) and recorded on the Emergency Care Card. 

 
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
 
Student dismissal occurs at the front of the building and procedures begin daily at approximately 
2:45 PM.  All students will exit through the main doors by the office or through the doors by the 
Auditorium/Library.  There are three waves of buses.  All buses are dismissed via the PA system 
according to their time of arrival.  Student walkers and those riding in cars will be dismissed with 
the third and last wave of buses.   

 




